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Week of September 6, 2021
Upcoming Dates

September 9 First Day of School (Supported Staggered Entry forJK)
October 4 School Council 7:00 p.m. (on Zoom)

Dear VDPS families,

Welcome to all of our new and returning students and families! We hope
you’ve had a safe and happy summer.

Staff have been busy engaging in professional learning and setting up
their classrooms.  The excitement can be felt throughout the building, and
we can’t wait to see our school filled with students again.

You will be receiving two email communications today. First, this Family
Weekly outlines information relating to the first day of school procedures
and our Covid-19 related safety measures. Later today, you will receive
communication with class placement information for your child(ren).

Your partners in education,

Tamar Swerling Jacqueline Stone

Principal Vice Principal
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First Day of School Procedures

Kindergarten ● Year 2 (SK) students attend full day starting on Thursday, September 9

● Year 1 (JK) students attend in a supported entry model as outlined below:

○ Year 1 students with last names starting with A-M attend Thursday,
September 9 from 2:00 p.m.-3:40 p.m.

○ Year 1 students with last names starting with N-Z attend Friday,
September 10 from 2:00 p.m -3:40 p.m.

● All Kindergarten students attend full day starting Monday, September 13

● Parents bring their children to the Kindergarten play area gate located near the
main entrance of the school.

● An educator will direct the child into their classroom where they will be greeted by
their second educator

● Children will sanitize their hands as they enter the classroom
● Parents are not permitted into the Kindergarten play area.  Please do not

congregate near the gate in order to allow all children to enter safely.
● Kindergarten students are strongly encouraged to wear a mask

Grades 1-5 ● All students are expected to wear a mask when they enter the building and to use
hand sanitizer as they enter their classroom.

● Students in grades 1-5 will meet outside in the following area:
○ Grade 1 - doors at the far end of the tarmac near the full basketball court

(south west)
○ Grades 2 and 3 - doors closer to the staff parking lot (south east)
○ Grades 4 and 5 - doors closest to the child care centre (west)

● Teachers will be standing outside with large signs with their name and grade
● French Immersion teachers will have yellow signs
● English program teachers will have green signs
● Students will line up in front of their teachers
● Students will maintain appropriate distances from one another
● Once a teacher has all of their students, the class will enter the school
● Parents, please do not congregate on the tarmac or near the doors.  We want to

make sure our lineups and entry is as safe as possible for students and staff

Grades 6-8 ● All students are expected to wear a mask when they enter the building and to use
hand sanitizer as they enter their classroom.

● Students in Grades 6-8 do not need to line up outside.
● Students will enter the building from the entrance closest to the child care centre

on the west side of the building and proceed straight to their classroom.  Students
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are to walk on the right side of the stairs and follow the directional arrows on the
floor.

● Teachers will greet students at their entry door and in the hallways and direct them
to their classrooms if students do not know where to go.

● All students are expected to wear a mask when they enter the building and to use
hand sanitizer as they enter their classroom.

Bus All students who arrive by bus will be directed to their doors/teacher as needed.

*Any student who arrives late must go to the main entrance and ring the bell.  Office staff will let the
student in.  Parents may not enter the building.

On Monday, September 13 we will follow our “soft entry” procedures that were in place last school
year.  Students enter the building starting at 8:55am and go directly to their classrooms.   Staff will be
supervising throughout the school.  Once there, students will sanitize their hands and engage in
independent reading until the bell rings at 9:10am. Students may be dropped off at the Kiss and
Ride, or may enter through the doors shown in the map below.  Please do not enter the bus loop.
Also please note directional signs for our Kiss and Ride.
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Masks

All staff will be wearing masks throughout the day. Students in grades 1-8 are required to wear
masks inside the school and Kindergarten students are strongly encouraged to wear masks as well.

Masks will be worn in classrooms, the washroom and while walking through the hallways. We
suggest all students have 3 masks for use during the day.  One for the first block (arrival to recess),
one for the middle block (morning recess to lunch), and one for the final block of the day (lunch
recess to dismissal).  Clean masks should be sent in a paper or fabric bag, and another bag should
be sent to store the used masks.

Dismissal

Students will be dismissed from specific doors unless they are attending Before and After Care,
taking the school bus, or being picked up at the Kiss and Ride (not for Kindergarten or Grade 1).
Please see the map below to know which exit door your child(ren) will use.  Please note, Gr. 1
students must be met by an adult.
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Visitors

At this time we are limiting visitors to our building. Meetings between school staff and families will
happen virtually, and we will not be inviting volunteers or guest speakers into our school.  Please
contact the school via phone or email should you have any questions.

Lunch Assistants Needed
We are continuing to hire lunch assistants for the 2021-2022 school year.  If you are
interested in the position, please contact our school office (905) 585-0033 or
viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca

Message from Our Trustee, September 2021

We have many reasons to feel optimistic as we begin the 2021-22 school year. Schools are
reopening to in-person learning, vaccination rates continue to increase, and our students
can start to resume some of their favourite school activities.

As we return to school, our reopening plan continues to prioritize the health and safety of
students, families and staff members. We are working with public health to ensure we are
taking all appropriate measures. For more information on the plan, including health and
safety measures, please visit www.yrdsb.ca/school-reopening. You can also find additional
information from York Region Public Health at www.york.ca/safeatschool.

The pandemic and last year’s school closures affected students and families in many
different ways. This has been a challenging time. Our caring, skilled and dedicated staff
members are prepared to prioritize the mental health and well-being of students as they
transition back to school, as well as supporting their academic learning and growth. If you
are worried about your child, please speak to your child’s teacher or principal. You may also
find some of the learning and well-being resources on our website helpful.

Whether your child will be attending school in person or online, we know how important it is
that they feel safe, respected and valued. We want every student to feel supported, to take
pride in their identities and to know that they matter. Any form of hate or discrimination in
our schools is not acceptable. This school year, we will continue to implement the
Dismantling Anti-Black Racism Strategy launched in March to address anti-Black racism in
schools. We also remain committed as a school board to honouring the Truth and

mailto:viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca
mailto:viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/covid-19
http://www.yrdsb.ca/school-reopening
http://www.york.ca/safeatschool
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/covid-19
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/student-support/equity-and-inclusive-education/anti-black-racism/dismantling-anti-black-racism
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/student-support/equity-and-inclusive-education/anti-black-racism/dismantling-anti-black-racism
https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf


Ph: (905) 585-0033 & (647) 749-4316 Email: viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca
Twitter: @ViolaDesmondYR

Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action. As an education system, it is imperative that we
create learning environments that enable all of our students to feel valued and to be
successful.

As your school board trustee, it is my role to advocate for quality public education in York
Region, and to ensure that our students remain at the centre of all of our decision making.
The Board of Trustees makes policy and budget decisions, and communicates with the
public, among other responsibilities. We are also responsible for setting direction for the
school board, through our Multi-Year Strategic Plan. This plan sets out four priorities: Foster
Well-Being and Mental Health, Build Collaborative Relationships, Champion Equity and
Inclusivity, and Empower Ethical Leadership.

The relationship that we have with families is so important, and I will continue to keep you
informed of our work and priorities. You can also find the message from the Chair of the
Board on the Board’s website. You are welcome to contact me if you have any questions or
concerns.

There are also many other ways you can stay connected with what’s happening in the
school board. Visit our newsroom. Listen to our podcast. Follow us on Twitter @YRDSB
and on Instagram @yrdsb.schools. Watch the latest videos, including news, features and
profiles about our schools, students and staff members on our YouTube channel
YRDSBMedia.

As we begin another school year, I am so pleased to welcome all of our new and returning
families. I hope you have a great start to the school year and wish you a happy, healthy and
successful year ahead.

Dr. Elizabeth Sinclair
Trustee – Vaughan Wards 3 and 4
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